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GOVERNING BOARD SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MINUTES – May 27, 2020 

 

The Tempe Union High School District Benedict Education Center Governing Board 

Room was closed to the public to protect against the spread of COVID-19. This 

Special Study Session was streamed live on Facebook. 
 

A. Meeting Opening 

Call to Order 

Ms. Hodge called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members present:  Berdetta Hodge (President), Brian Garcia (Vice President), Andres Barraza, Michelle 

Helm, and Sandy Lowe.  Absent:  None. 

 

B. Budget Advisory Committee 

B-1—BAC Recommendations for the 2020 – 2021 School Year 

Mrs. Meulemans and Mr. Carranza presented Budget Advisory Committee 2020 – 2021 Recommendations and 

other budget-related items.  Dr. Keller presented information on Department Leader Stipends.  Some Governing 

Board questions and comments: 

 Mrs. Lowe said the Department Leader process will be a better system once it has been implemented but 

is concerned with the negative impact to Department Leaders’ wages; asked if the stipends can be 

reduced in two steps rather than all at once. 

 Mrs. Helm thanked Budget Advisory for eliminating the course fees; said she would like more money 

put on the classified salary schedule than what the BAC is recommending; the Department Chair position 

wasn’t created so that people would remain in that position for more than five years. 

 Mr. Garcia said he doesn’t know how we’re supporting Native students—they are in a low achievement 

gap and have been hit particularly hard by COVID-19; asked if the stipend reductions can be phased in; 

said classified staff don’t make enough money and increasing their salary schedules is overdue. 

 Mr. Barraza said he does not support cutting Department Leader stipends; said he doesn’t see how cutting 

the stipend will move the needle on leadership; we need a better model for our mentorship; wants to see 

the plan for more perspective, 

 Ms. Hodge said Hispanic and black students also need academic support; confirmed with Dr. Keller that 

Department Leaders were told in February 2019 that stipends would be cut in the 2020-21 school year; 

asked where the money will come from if we phase in the stipend reductions; agreed with the comments 

made by other Board members on classified salaries. 

 

Board members thanked everyone on the Budget Advisory Committee for all of their work. 

 

C. Meeting Closing 

Next Regular Meeting – June 3, 2020 

 

The Special Study Session ended at 6:03 PM. 

 

 

 
 
Berdetta Hodge, President Brian Garcia, Vice President 
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